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                       Spring Newsletter 

We have already made donations to The Macular    
Society and Barnfield Stables and will review the    

situation later in the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter to all our existing and new members.  

Following Storm Darcy, the snowfall, thick ice and perpetual rainfall, there are signs of 
Spring ! The snowdrops are plentiful at Pembroke lodge gardens and many other local 
places. Daffodils are starting to come out and some trees are in bud. Many of us have 
had our first Covid vaccine and we are hopeful of warmer and happier days ahead.     
We are trying to find a way to bring you our ever popular plant sale in May and look     
forward to the days when we can socialise together over a cup of tea.  

We have been made aware of a very useful newsletter link for those who are looking for 
growing tips. It’s free to subscribe; 

Newsletter@allotment-garden.org 

Our KHS newsletter is published 3 times a year and we are always keen to hear from 
you. What would you like to be included, are there any horticultural tips, photos, recipes 
or articles you would like to share ? 

Contributions are always welcome, please send your ideas to; rbk.khsinfo@gmail.com 

We would like to remind you that your KHS subs can now be renewed at the shop on 
Wednesdays and Sundays or by posting a stamped addressed envelope to Ivan and  
Linda Moll.  

Anji Tindall, Chair  
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 Early Spring is the best time to start      
chitting your seed potatoes  

 Prepare your vegetable beds with a good 
feed from well rotted manure, kitchen 
waste and compost 

 Check your nets for protecting winter   
brassicas  

 Prune winter flowering shrubs once they 
have finished flowering  

 Prune wisteria and hardy evergreen           
hedges 

 Now is the time to order your seeds for 
propogating. The KHS shop has a good 
range of seeds for sale 

 Sort and repair your sheds and             
greenhouses, getting rid of any out of date 
garden chemicals. Please check that you 
are disposing of them safely.                           

 

                       Photographing bumblebees on our allotment by Richard Tapper  

Last April I spent a few hours photographing bumblebees on our allotment. There are plenty around, but 
my challenge was to find a place where they were spending a lot of time to give me a chance to get   
photos without having to chase around our plot ! A prolific patch of comfrey was just the place. I        
managed to get photos of three species; the Garden Bumblebee with a whitish tail and yellow bands at 
the back of the head and front of the body.  

The Tree bumblebee with a 
pronounced orange tuft of 
hairs over its head and 
body.  

The Field Cuckoo Bumble-
bee with it’s whitish hairs 
over its head and body.  

Red-tailed and Buff-tailed 
Bumblebees were also 
around, as well as a smaller 
bee with an all-black body, 
but they didn't stay long 
enough for a me to get a  
photo !  

In May I set up three bee 
‘hotels’ which we had been given, making sure to place them 
facing South and at least a metre above the ground. A few flies came to investigate but by July I’d more 
or less given up thinking anything would nest in them. Then, in mid July, I noticed that the top hole had 
been covered by a neat circle of green leaf, the tell tale sign that a Leaf cutter Bee had laid eggs inside. 
A couple of weeks later, the other holes had green leaf circles covering them too. So, come the Spring, a 
new generation of Leaf Cutters should emerge.    

Some of last year’s successes 

Remember we had more time to spend outside 
and the weather was glorious in May and June.  

Flowers that did well were mostly loved by the 
bees and a lot of self sets. Nigella, calendula, 
cosmos, sunflowers, verbena. The tithonias 
grew well but needed watering. Of course herbs 
did well. A new annual flower was ammi majus 
which is like Queen Anne Lace, white and frothy.  

Vegetables included Boltardy beetroot, carrots 
(Maestro) - carrot fly resistant, leeks (Pablo) red 
onion (Red Baron) climbing French beans 
(Cobra) and runner beans. Tomatoes did well 
indoors and out. Heritage tomato plants with  
lovely names such as Chocolate Pear and Big 
Daddy. Also Magic Mountain, which is blight   
resistant.  

Fruit- some people had lovely strawberries,  
redcurrant and backcurrant yields were good.                                        

Good luck for this year and get sowing !  

 

By Chenda Dodd  

 

Jobs for the Spring  
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Date and Honey Fingers  

4oz butter  

4 Tablespoons Honey  

1 Egg 

3oz dates, pitted 

8oz Self raising flour  

Pinch of salt  

A splash of milk  

Cream together the butter and honey and 
beaten egg, chopped dates, sifted flour 
and a little milk. Mix well and spoon into a 
greased tin. Bake at 170 degrees for 15 
minutes. Once cooled, cut into fingers. 
Enjoy! 
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RECIPE IDEAS for you to try  THE GARDENERS QUIZ  

Test your general knowledge  

1. What is the name of the study of Fungi ? 

2. What is unique about hydrophytic plants ?  

3. Cuckoo Spit is deposited by the nymphs of 
which insect ? 

4. What is the National flower of India ? 

5. Who first cultivated the potato ?  

• The Celts ? 

• The Aztecs ? 

• The Native Americans? 

• The Incas?  

6. Why might you sprinkle pepper on your         
garden? 

7. Which popular garden tree with yellow hanging 
flowers, has poisonous seeds? 

8. Of which family is the endive a member? 

9. Which first vegetable was grown in space? 

10. What is the common name of Acer Rubrum? 

11. In which book do the blood red rhodedendrons 
remind the narrator of her husband’s first wife ? 

12. To which continent is Teak native ? 

13. Where would you find Potato eaters ? 

• In your vegetable patch ? 

• On a bookshelf ? 

• In a gallery? 

• In an aviary ?  

                                    Answers below….  

Spinach and Sweet Potato Curry  

2 Orange flesh sweet potatoes cut into 
chunks 

200g Spinach, washed and chopped 

4 naan breads, warmed through  

400g tin coconut milk  

1 onion, finely sliced 

2-3 teaspoons of Madras curry paste 

 

Fry the onions in a little vegetable oil until 
soft. Stir in the curry paste and fry for 2 
minutes. Add the coconut milk and sweet 
potato until tender for 10 minutes.         
Stir through the spinach until wilted.  
Serve with the 
naan bread. 
Enjoy !  

 

1. Mycology 

2. They grow partly or wholly in water 

3. The Froghopper 

4. The Lotus 

5. The Incas 

6. To deter cats ! 

7. Laburnum—Golden Chain Tree  

8. Chicory  

9. The potato 

10. Red Maple 

11. Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier  

12. Asia 

13. In a gallery—a painting by Vincent Van Gogh  
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On behalf of KHS Annette wanted to do 
something for the hard working staff at 
Kingston Hospital, so she arranged a fruit 
drop ! A lovely selection of fruit has been 
delivered for staff to have a tasty treat on 
their breaks. This is the first of a couple of 
planned fruit drops. A wonderful idea to 
show how much they are appreciated. 
Well done Annette.  

       Fruit Donations  

                

 

Currently in stock at the Park Road shop;    

• Evergreen Multipurpose compost 40L 

bags @ £3.25 each or £5.75 

for 2 bags 

• Selection of tools, seeds and 

gardening accessories 

  Spring Shop opening times 

(from March 1st 2021)  

       Wednesday and Sunday      

        10.30 am—12.30 pm       

CHRISTMAS WREATHS  

  

 

    KHS Notice Board  

MYKE J BETTELL 

Painting 
- 

Decorating  
- 

General maintenance 
- 

Highest standards  
Reliable 

Clean and Tidy 
- 

07703 150057 

020 8391 1464 

A big Thank you to all who donated materials 

to Richenda to make up these beautifully   

crafted Christmas Wreaths. Donations went to 

our charities and the Royal Marsden.  

KHS Shop News  PLANT SALE  

Following the success of last year’s 

May Plant Sale KHS will again be      

organising the sale of plants including 

vegetables, flowers and herbs via a   

pre-order system. We will be emailing 

the order forms for the available        

selection of plants a couple of weeks 

before the sale date with printed copies 

of the forms at the shop. Look out for 

further news mid April and we will keep 

you updated.  

 


